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Graduate Institute of Applied Geology at National Central University

Academic Guidelines for Ph.D. Program
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Purpose
This guideline has been proposed based on the National Central University
Study Regulations and Rules Governing the Master’s and Doctoral Degree
Qualifying Exam and Thesis Defense.
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Application and verification of direct admissions into Ph.D. program for

master student

(1) Master students apply for direct admissions into doctoral program
should conform to the “Guidelines Governing Direct Admissions into
Doctoral Programs at National Central University”, and apply to
Graduate Institute of Applied Geology before July 15.

(2) Applications for direct admissions into doctoral program should be
sent to the office of Academic Affairs after verified at the Graduate
Institute of Applied Geology.
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Research proposal

(1) Ph.D. students should designate the advising professors before
entrance, and the research progress should be supervised by the
advising professors.

(2) Ph.D. students should follow the guidelines of this Institute and
regulations of the school to study. Advising professors should ask for
the institutional conference to cope with if students violate the
guidelines and regulations.

(3) Ph.D. students should finish the “research proposal” under the guide
of advising professors before the end of the third semesters, and invite
five to nine members who acted as at least assistant professors or
qualified researchers to form the “advising committee” which is
proved at the institutional conference.

(4) The research proposal of Ph.D. students should at least include
training courses, research points, progress, publications and the
examination experiences and qualifications.

(5) “Advising committee” is responsible for examining the “research
proposal”.

(6) Attendants of Industry-University Cooperation Fostering Elite
Researcher doctoral program (1.U. cooperation Ph.D.), theirs advising
committee should at least include one industry-expert member
(include industry co-advisor).
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Required credits and year of study

(1) Ph.D. students are required to take at least 18 credits and 34 credits for
direct admissions into doctoral program students (include 18 credits).
This credits are exclude 4 credits of seminar and special topic
research.

(2) Direct admissions into doctoral program students should take the
courses corresponding to regulations above since entering the Ph.D.
program.

(3) Ph.D. students are required to complete the degree from two to seven
years. If part-time doctoral students cannot finish the required courses
or degree thesis in allotted time, the stud will be extended one year at
most. If the students do not meet the requirement of the course and
credits will be dropped out.

(4) Students of 1.U. cooperation Ph.D. program are required to take at

least 18 credits (include industry special topic research all 4 credits).

These credits are exclude 4 credits of seminar.
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Research publications
During the study, before the Ph.D. defense, students should release at least
two papers (include being formally accepted) related to their thesis on the
journals listed by SCIE (based on the JCR of the year when the thesis being
accepted), and at least one of the papers the student must be the first author.
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Qualification Examination

1)
()

3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

The Qualification Examination of Ph.D. program includes Written and
Oral, and the passing grade is 70.

Students can apply for attending the Qualification Examination after
having approval by the advising professor. The exam methods,
subjects, ranges, questions and grades are decoded by the advising
committee members, who follow the courses and Ph.D. thesis of the
students.

The exam grade will be announced by the graduate institute of applied
geology.

Students should apply for reexamining in half year if the grade of the
Qualification Examination is lower than 70. Attending for the
Qualification Examination is at most two times, students who don’t
pass the Qualification Examination in two times will be dropped out.
Students, who pass the Qualification Examination, conform the
“National Central University Rules Governing the Master’s and
Doctoral Degree Qualifying Exam and Thesis Defense” and be
approved by the advising committee members, will be regarded as a
Ph.D. candidate.

Students, who fail in examining the Qualification Examination, will be
processed by the “Guidelines Governing Direct Admissions into
Doctoral Programs at National Central University” for direct
admissions into doctoral program students.
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Art.7 Ph.D. defense
(1) Students apply for Ph.D. defense should meet the following three
conditions:

A. Who pass the Qualification Examination and become the Ph.D.
candidate for half year or more.

B. Who take 18 credits or 34 credits for direct admissions into doctoral
program students (include 18 credits) according to our institute
regulation.

C. Who release at least two papers (include being formally accepted)
related to their thesis on the journals listed by SCIE (based on the
JCR of the year when the thesis being accepted), and at least one of
the papers as the first author.

(2) Students of 1.U. cooperation Ph.D. program apply for Ph.D. defense
should meet the following three conditions:

A. Who pass the Qualification Examination and become the Ph.D.
candidate for half year or more

B. Who take 18 credits or 34 credits for direct admissions into doctoral
program students (include 18 credits) according to our institute
regulation.

C. Who release two inventions patents related to their thesis topic by
the name of the graduate institute of applied geology during the
study, or release at least two papers (include being formally accepted)
related to their thesis on the journals listed by SCIE (based on the
JCR of the year when the thesis being accepted), and at least one of
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the papers as the first author.

(3) Before applying the Ph.D. defense, the student should hold a
presentation of the first draft in the institute.

(4) The Ph.D. defense is held by the advising committee members based
on the “National Central University Rules Governing the Master’s and
Doctoral Degree Qualifying Exam and Thesis Defense”.

(5) The members of defense committee for students of I.U. cooperation
Ph.D. program, should at least include two industry-expert members
(include industrial co-advisor), the qualification is identified based on
the “National Central University Rules Governing the Master’s and
Doctoral Degree Qualifying Exam and Thesis Defense”.

(6) Ph.D. defense is held once per semester. Students, who applied for the
Ph.D. defense, should cancel the defense before the end date of that
semester according to the school calendar in case of students cannot
attend or finish the defense. There will record fail one time if the
defense is not held and the student does not cancel on time.

(7) The standard of grading of Ph.D. thesis is decided by the advising
committee members.

(8) If students, who are direct admissions into doctoral programs, fail in
the Ph.D. defense, they will obtain Master degree based on
“Guidelines Governing Direct Admissions into Doctoral Programs at
National Central University”.
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Leave school

(1) Students should submit regulation thesis and abstract in electronic file
to school one week before leaving.

(2) Students should clean up the space equivalents in the office and
laboratory and return goods borrowed from school before leaving. The
application form for leaving school should be confirmed and signed
by advising professor, front office of the institute, each laboratory and
director before submitting to school.
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In case this regulation does not involve, procedures follows the related
regulations of Ministry of Educations and National Central University.
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Art.10  This regulation is proved at the institutional conference and college level
conference, and approved at the Academic Affairs Committee Meeting, as
well as correction.



